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With that, I would offer to you the committee amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Than k yo u , Se n a t o r Joh n s on . Sena t o r J er r y
Mil l e r .

SENATOR MILLER: We are stil l discussing the commi ttee
amendments, right, Mr. Speaker?

SPEAKER BARRETT: On the committee amendments, that is correct.

S ENATOR MILLER: T hat last speech was not a closure, right? S o
that the body knows what we are t a lking a b out, the com mittee
amendments, let me reiterate what Senator Johnson said, one is
that you take th e cig arette tax from.... Pull out your
committee amendment, if you have it in front of you, and go over
it with me because the committee amendment increases the taxes.
We have a window of opportunity here to do that. If you pull
out your committee amendment, or the bill, it says, number one,
that you str ike 26 cents an d put 27 c e nts in there , an
addi t i o n a l c ent . I ' m r eadi ng Se c t i on 7 , on l i n e 18 o f you r
committee amendment. It also adjusts the r ate dow n tha t the
w holesalers would ge t, fro m stamping t h ose ci garettes, o f
approximately 4 percent down to 3.4 percent. T hey will get th e
same amount of monies, but they will not get the windfall of the
increase of the cigarette sales tax, and they will have a small
additional percentage because they will be handling more m oney.
Probably the most important part is the fact that if you look in
the bill you will see that there is an amount equal to, we are
raising from 10 to 15 percent tax on smokeless tobacco. I w ould
encourage you to t ake a look and unde rstand th e com mittee
amendments in relation to the bill. If you are not in favor of
t he b i l l , you c an v ot e t he bi l l d own . Thi s i s n o t on e of t ho se
si uations where you would vote the committee amendments down to
weaken the bill. This is a situation where you should have a
good bill and then esther vote it up or down.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Than k y ou . Sena t or Rod J oh n s on on t h e
committee amendments, followed by Senator Schmit.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mr . Speaker, members, a very brief question
for S e n a t o r Var d J oh n so n .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sena t or Var d .

SENATOR V. J O HNSON: Ye s , Rod .
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